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NOTES FROM JERUSALEM 



A. GOODRICH-FREER 
Meadville, Pa. 



i. "To raise up the name 0} the dead": a modern levirate. — In 
the autumn of 1902 a Yemenite Jew, with whom I was in friendly 
relations in Jerusalem, and who was kind in showing me various 
matters of interest and enabling me to attend family festivals and 
ceremonies among the Jews, confided to me, as a secret, that there 
was shortly to be a "repudiation" in a certain community, and 
that I was to prepare to be called upon suddenly to attend it, as such 
a thing had not happened for nine years, and it would be a pity 
to miss it. The special interest of the case lay in the fact that it was 
not the man who repudiated the duty of marrying his deceased 
brother's childless wife, but the woman who declined to accept him. 
This, my friend declared, was an unheard-of scandal, and he assured 
me that for three years her relatives had sought to bring her to a 
better state of mind. To escape their persuasions she had even left 
her home, but had lately been found at Jaffa, and matters had now 
come to a crisis. Within a few days the pair would certainly be 
married, or she would be set free to take another husband, which, 
my informant was of opinion, was what she desired, and wherein 
the trouble lay. 

About seven o'clock one morning I was told to prepare to start 
at short notice, and in an hour we were on our way, I being accom- 
panied by a lady who had expressed interest, though I fancied that 
my friend Baruch was not particularly pleased at the addition. On 
entering the colony, a group of men came forward, and hastily, and 
not too civilly, forbade our entrance, Baruch not being permitted 
even to explain. We were not even allowed to walk through the 
colony, but could only remark that the greater part of the population 
seemed to be gathered in groups about the streets, and we ignomin- 
iously returned home. 
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A few days later Baruch sent me word once more: "Come, and 
come alone." My companion, he believed, had been suspected of 
association with the missionaries — a sure condition of exclusion 
from the inner life of the people, Jewish or Moslem. However, 
it appeared we had not missed much. The pair had been publicly 
interrogated upon their intentions and, the Old Testament having 
made no provision for "women's rights," the lady's refusal to marry 
had to be translated into terms of the man's rejection of her! On 
this occasion the same thing happened again, as we learned after 
hanging about the doors of the synagogue for an hour with a crowd 
of Jewish women, when the rabbis, and certain relatives, came out 
storming and quarreling loudly. 

The third time, surely, something would come of it! The lady 
had been twice warned of the consequences of her refractory conduct 
— always in camera, as such a spectacle was not good for the female 
population. 

About ten days passed, and one morning Baruch arrived as I 
was breakfasting, in such haste that I sent him for a carriage, with 
the result that on the way we overtook the pair of delinquents, and 
I invited them to "take a lift," sending the would-be bridegroom 
outside, and seating the refractory bride beside me. Unfortunately 
she could speak neither French nor Arabic, nor even the German 
Yiddish from which one who speaks German may gather something, 
but only the Spanish and Hebrew jargon of which I knew nothing. 
Nevertheless my sympathies were all with the lady — a clean, fresh, 
healthy-looking young woman of perhaps five and twenty, while 
the man was much older, an unsavory-looking Ashkenazi with long 
side curls, greasy fur cap, and one of the brilliant purple plush coats 
reaching to the ground, which always suggest horrors untold. 

My driver was a Jew, and entered into the spirit of the occasion, 
clattering up to the synagogue and effectively dispersing the crowd. 
This time I felt sure of admission, and tried to look as if I belonged 
to the bride, whom Baruch and I handed out, as if we were in the 
daily habit of attending repudiations. At the inner door were 
half a dozen men, friends of the bridegroom. They looked sullen 
and angry, and two of them seemed specially enraged by my presence 
and refused to allow me to enter, vigorously denouncing Baruch, 
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to the effect, as I afterwards learned, that "no doubt it was the 
English missionaries who put such ideas into the heads of the 
women." 

I told Baruch to enter, and stay near the door inside. My oppo- 
nents gradually followed, till one only was left; I, meanwhile, sitting 
on the doorstep, and gazing at the scenery. One man is not a very 
formidable enemy, and in another minute I was inside, and maneu- 
vered by Baruch into an excellent position for seeing what went on. 

The pair — the man surrounded by friends, the woman looking 
somewhat forlorn and solitary — were addressed at great length by a 
couple of rabbis, with interjectory remarks by others behind; after 
which we waited in some excitement for the result, which soon declared 
itself. The man, still with his hat on, but taking off his praying-shawl, 
sat down on the ground and began deliberately to unlace his right boot. 
He then stood up and faced the woman, who was ordered to turn 
toward him. I remarked that she drew the shawl which covered her 
head so as to conceal her face all but the eyes, which flashed out, 
with a haughty independence which I could not but admire,knowing the 
outrageously false position in which she was placed. I only regretted 
my inability to follow what was said. The rabbi addressed the man, 
who then turned to one of his friends, who crossed over to the woman 
and talked with her. Her only response appeared to be a frequent 
and emphatic shake of the head. 

The rejected bridegroom, who had meanwhile been sulkily swing- 
ing his boot in his right hand, now burst into speech, and repeated 
emphatically three times what Baruch translated into, "Je ne veux 
pas te prendre" — "I will not take thee;" after which he threw the 
boot somewhat violently, but not, I think, with the intention of 
striking her, and it fell with a loud thud behind her. He was more 
successful in his aim, I regret to say, in the next ceremony, which 
consisted in spitting at her, also three times ; but she took the offense 
very composedly; and I noticed, as she left the synagogue, that the 
women broke out into the zaghareet, the peculiar cry used only at 
weddings, or on occasions of rejoicing; but whether it were genuine, 
or only ironical, I could not say. However, it was promptly sup- 
pressed by the men. 

I told Baruch to let me know when the wedding came off, for I 
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felt convinced that there was a case of true love about to run smooth 
after all. But I heard no more of it. 

2. The redemption of the first-born. — On a later occasion we were 
indebted to Baruch for an opportunity to see the redemption of the 
first-born son. Nothing could have been simpler or more business- 
like. The friends of the family collected in such numbers that there 
was barely standing-room, and when — as usual in the East, at least 
an hour later than the time named — the ceremony was at last per- 
formed, it became necessary to adjourn to the court-yard of the 
house. The child, until the last moment, was carried by his grand- 
mother, herself still quite a young woman; for the mother, a mere 
girl, was still feeble, the boy being of course but eight days old. 
Some prayers were said, and the usual thanksgivings offered. At 
one, "for all sweet savors," we smelled at a sprig of rosemary with 
which everyone present had been provided beforehand. Finally 
the child was taken from the mother by the rabbi, and then the father 
came forward to ransom him with a handful of medjidies (silver 
coins worth about 80 cents), and received him back amid the kindly 
laughter of the men and much sympathetic crowding around of 
the women, to whom he was handed over; for the remainder of the 
ceremony was of a highly practical nature. The rabbi counted the 
coins, and, in view of the obvious poverty of the father, returned 
him about half. Refreshments followed, of which the main feature 
was a goblet of wine, first tasted by the mother, and then handed 
about among the women, obviously for good luck in the especial 
direction which constitutes good-luck in oriental eyes. A newly 
married man, standing near me, watched anxiously as the glass, 
almost emptied, reached the hands of a neighbor, and seized it from 
her, almost before she had tasted it, to present it to his wife. An 
old woman possessed herself of the dregs, amid much laughter from 
the bystanders. 

3. Invitation to a circumcision. — I several times received the 
following invitation — of course in Hebrew — printed on highly glazed 
and very ornate cards: 

Behold I have given to him my covenant of peace. 

Dear Sir [the unusual exigency of inviting a lady was not provided for]: 
Behold we have the honor to invite your worthiness to be so kind as to favor us by 
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coming to the circumcising and admission of our child into his covenant, 
according to our Father Abraham, which will take place on the second day of 
the month Elul in the colony of Sharezedek [Gate of the Righteous] at the hour of 
one, according to the Turks [between 6 and 7 p. m.]. 

4. Invitation to a wedding. — This was generally also highly ornate, 
and embellished with little conventional views of sacred places — 
Rachel's Tomb, Jericho among the palm trees, Hebron, Safed, 
Tiberias, etc. 

The voice of joy and the voice of gladness. The voice of the bridegroom 
and the voice of the bride. 

By the help of the Name that is to be blessed. 

If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget her cunning! 

Honored Sir: Would you deign to honor us in the joy of our nuptials ? 
The bridegroom will be the chosen The bride will be the glorious 
favored young man virgin 

By the help of God we shall carry out the joy of the wedding in your special 
presence, and in the presence of those whom we esteem. 

[Name of father of bridegroom] [Name of father of bride] 

The wedding canopy will be spread, by the help of the Almighty, on the 
fourth day of the month Chisleb [about December], and the evening prayer will 
be held in the house of the father of the bride at 8 o'clock Turkish time and at 
1 o'clock European. 



